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SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, 


2 T this preſent awful and momentous period. ü 

me eyes of all are at length opened to the in- 
1 diſpenſable neceſſity of a moral reform. In | 
WE this reform, it is naturally, and with reaſon, ex- 
pected, that the Clergy ſhould take the lead; 
and they have been earneſtly called upon ſo to 
do, both by their own brethren, and by ſeveral 
WY writers among the laity. There is one point, how- 
ever, which, as preliminary and ſubſervient to this 
ereat end, I think has not been ſufficiently preſſed; 
namely, the ſtrong and increaſing obligation 
: which that very reſpectable body is under,—in 
: f order to perpetuate the high character which they 
WW now ſo deſervedly poſſeſs, and by which alone, 
Wunder God's Holy Spirit, their inflitence upon 


mankind = 


( 1 
mankind is to be preſerved, to be more than 
ever attentive to the qualifications, morals, and 
general fitneſs of thoſe, in whoſe favor they are 
from time to time called upon to teſtify, “that 
* they in their conſciences believe that they are 
« fit to be admitted into the holy order of 
ec Deacons, or Prieſts.” It is obvious with what 
conſequences an indiſcriminate or haſty ſignature 
of ſuch a Teſtimonium muſt be fraught ; and how 
_ . neceſſary it is, in order to ſecure to the Vine- 
yard a ſucceſſion. of men equal to the work of 
inſtructing and reforming mankind, that the ad- 
' miſſion into it be not rendered too eaſy. I will 
not ſuppoſe any one ſo indifferent to the cauſe 
of his great Lord and Maſter, ſo inſenſible to 
te credit of his profeſſion, or to his own im- 
menſe accountableneſs on this particular head, 
as knowingly and deliberately to lend the ſanc- 
tion of his name to a Candidate of whoſe total 
inſufficiency and unworthineſs he is perfect) 
aware; but I do fear, conſidering the weaknels 
of human nature, that it is poſlible, either from 2 
a defire to oblige, an unwillingneſs to offend, or 1 
perhaps from a ſtill leſs defenſible indolence 0 
the moment, that a well-meaning. man, corre 
and irreproachable j in his own conduct, may un- f ö 
fo fortunately be induced to add his ſolenin teſtimo- ; 
ny on grounds far ſhort of perſonal knowledge; : 
| thut 1 
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* 


thus inadvertently recommending to the Miniſ- 
try, men, for any thing he himſelf knows to the 
contrary, totally deſtitute of that Taſte for the Pro- 


feſſion and that Zeal for the cauſe of the Goſpel, 


which are primarily neceſſary to the due diſcharge 
of the office; and affording them power, in the 


impreſſive language of the great and eloquent 
Father of the Church whoſe authority I have 


_ prefixed to theſe pages, to ſuperintend æg¹i 
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= The elevation of this venerable Father's mind = 


is not to be conceived by thoſe who are un- 


1 acquainted with his writings. His own deep 


ſelf. abaſement, the true and genuine fruit of ſuch _ 


1 elevation, and his thorough conviction of the 25 
ſurpaſſing dignity and importance of the ſacer- | 


dotal office, have clothed his conceptions on the 
ſubject, I had almoſt faid, with more than mor- 
tal language. Few paſſages, ſurely, if any, ſhort | 

of inſpiration, ever equalled the following ; it's 
ſublimity muſt plead for it's being quoted at, 


f full length: H * Leun TEAEITAL un em THF n , 
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METAZT ron dwvaucuy exevuy ou r pg fivas AN p. © Who 
is ſufficient for theſe things?” Placed in 9 1 a 
ſituation for one ſingle moment, though but in 
eee ho does not tremble? 4 


5 'To a function then of this high and holy 


nature it is not poſſible to be too cautioy: 


40s 
whom we introduce. The miſchief of an * 
proper recommendation is incalculable, Fad 


5 


the guilt thereby incurred tremendous; | KL 
iii Tapas xu To BeNoueve Japteipns Th Banda, Ir to one, 


we may add, whom he does not perſona ly know 
to be earneſt in the oppoſite carèer, wrog a eim ref 
v' ent roa Oerruy aur f. At preſent, however, 


. ] believe the ſervices done both to Church and 
State by the conſcientious exertions of the great 
body of the Engliſh Clergy, to be more numer- 


ous and important than many are aware of. 1 
believe alſo, that in addition to thoſe many 


eminent examples which from the advantages of 
rank or ee derive a more viſible and a a 


, 


„ * wid. + 1, de Sac, lib, 4. 
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more extended influence, the number of thoſe 
who, in. the privacy of provincial retirement, 


are ſincerely labouring to promote their divine 


Maſter's kingdom, unobſerved. by any bur the 


immediate objects of their care, is much greater 
than 1s commonly ſuppoſed. Cuck men, to ſay 
the leaſt of them, certainly ſtand among the 
foremoſt of real friends to their country. For 
my own part, when I contemplate their life and 
= labours, I fancy myſelf ſeated on ſome emi- 

| nence, from whence endeavouring to look 
ooad through the gloom of moral and intellec- 


tual night on all ſides of me, I deſcry at various 


appearing ſrom my view, only expiring to ſhine 


" BY rious transformation promiſed to thoſe who turn 

« many unto righteouſneſs, “as the ſtars for ever 

] © and ever.” One who well underſtood the 

i filent dignity of a retirement thus ſanctified to 


dia oces ſo many burning and ſhining lights, 
edding a limited indeed, but clear and ſteady 

= luſtre, al! ſo many lamps trimmed and ready at a 
WW moment's warning to go out and meet the bride- 
WE groom, and though here and there ſuddenly diſ- 


| © with more tranſcendent brightneſs, by that glo- 


the high and holy purpoſes | of piety and com- 
Wy munion with God, has moſt beautifully deline- 
ted it in the following exquifite picture; to 
| | mutilate which by an ill- placed brevity would : 
„ be 
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be an | anbbt to the head and heart of the reader; 
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| In men of this deſcription perhaps it is ground. 
leſs to apprehend even a poſſibility of too yield. 
ing a diſpoſition on the ſubje& before us. Such 
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ſignature that may eventually betray the cauſe 
of Chriſt, The conſequences of one haſty ſtep 
of this ſort would afflict them ſo much, that. no 


the riſque of miſchief. which they know to be 


to arreſt the hand of ALL? Ought not ALI. 
to heſitate, to pauſe a little, before the irrevoca- 
ble ſuffrage be conceded? Is it not the bounden 
duty of EVERY individual who has himſelf 
been permitted to paſs on to the innermoſt of 
the Temple, to watch the veſtibule with un- 
remitting faithfulneſs, leſt an unhallowed foot 
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men, certainly, will not often be ſurpriſed into a 


intreaties would again prevail on them to run 


irreparable. —And ought not this conſideration 


4 Greg Naxianz, Orat, | Apologet, | 


| approach; ; 
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Chriſt, whether individually or in conjunction, 
under the moſt ſacred obligations to look well 
to the door of the fold, that no one enter ** who 


heart and mind of ALL to be directly and ſolely 


with ſingleneſs of intention to one great exclu- 


NIPOZ xa 0 He repeatedly enforces the 
guilt and danger of accommodating ſo ſolemn a 


incenſed e en 


be se. lib, 3. + De Sac, lib. . | 


8 A not ALL the ſhepherds of 


« careth not for the ſheep??? Ought not the 
ſwayed by one over-ruling conſideration, to look + 


five end, and with undeviating inflexibility to 
purſue that end? What St. Chry ſoſtom ſays 
upon another occaſion is ſtrictly applicable to 

this; 61g 20 Awo Opoey 1m T1; Exxanoicg oixoJopyy, ua pundev 


teſtimony to the convenience or gratification of 
others, diſſuading in the ſtrongeſt manner thoſe ; 
ug Too auth AerTepyiny peMouras Twa eyypapew, ANIANE = 
ar ETTXEN, ay Ty Jew AOZH, ITPOZ XAPIN ETEPON, 
MAPTY PHEAT engen, unde ua TOspev2g etc rau +. And 
is not ſuch conduct juftly reprobated? Is not this 
in a peculiar ſenſe, and” with a dreadful pro. 
priety of application, that cc friendſhip with the 
world which is enmity with God?“ Inſup- 3 
portable even in thought is the vengeance thus 
to be apprehended from the n woes pad of E 


oe 
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| All conſiderations of an inferior nature are o M 
| | completely eclipſed by the awfulneſs of the fore. 
| 5 going ones, that if theſe do not prevail, ſubor- 
| 4 dinate motives have in truth but little chance of 
| being attended to. But let it be obſerved, that 
3 no trifling breach of truſt i is committed againſt 
3 the Dioceſan. It being impoſſible that he can 
be perſonally acquainted with all the Candidates 
| that are preſented to him for Ordination, he is 
| 2 neceſſarily obliged to-reſt ſatisfied with the teſ- 
| | timony of others. He muſt therefore repoſe an 
ii honourable confidence in his own Clergy, that 
118 the repreſentations they make to him are ſtrictly 
b true, that they are the unequivocal ſuffrages of 
an upright and unbiaſſed mind, and the con- 
ſcientious reſult of real and perſonal obſervation 
| * during a certain number of years, If deceived, 
ö it is evident that he is ſcandalouſly defrauded of 
| the effects of his own zeal and fidelity, and led 
N | innocently to ordain, with the beſt and pureſt 
| intentions, penn: the moſt unworthy of men. 
i 7 Feeling as 505 on this: important lin, 18 
it am nevertheleſs fully aware of the «treaſurc” IM 
laut can only be had in *carthen veſſels;” of i 
1 the extreme unfairneſs with which the Clergy 1 
| t are frequently judged, as if they were not et men KF 
ll of like pom with others; ** and conſe- Wl 
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quently of the unreaſonableneſs of expecting in 
Candidates for Orders that faultleſs perfection 
which is denied to our preſent ſtate. But there 
is unqueſtionably a wide and marked difference 
between a candid and judicious allowance for 
the frailty of human nature, and a careleſs indif- 
ference to all diſcrimination, a taking it for 
granted that youth is every where the ſame, and 

the ſincerity of reformation alike in all, or a 

habit of conſidering a 7 eftimonium as a mere 
matter -of form, when men ſolicit it without 

having previouſly ſhewn any marks of ſeriouſ- 
nes, or any earneſt of a tranſition to newneſs of 
W life, of a longer date than the alteration of their 
= dreſs, and who looking upon the ſacred office 
dorep un apeTn; run, a apopuns Bus , are ſtrangers to 
all zeal for edification, and incapable of the 
d glorious ambition to projets the kingdom of 5 


F the Redeemer. TE 
N It is not my drift then, to perſuade to an ex- 
1 ceſſive rigidneſs of retroſpect in all caſes with 
out diſtinction. For though I am not one of 
05 3 | thoſe who deem it neceſſary, in order to become ; 
on eminent Saint, to have been once 4 notorious 5 


Si nner, 
Gr. Naz. Orat. Apoll. 


— longs 


early dedicated to God and i innocence, like that 


„ RwH- 
. —— longer mea dſcrepat iſtis 
1 vox et ratio, > 


and though 1 muſt ever think, that a youth 


of Samuel or Timothy, is the beſt and moſt 
acceptable preparation for a life of exemplari- 
neſs in the Prieſthood, yet i am at the ſame 
time perſuaded, that in caſes of complete and 
unreſerved reformation, much ſervice has been 
done to the cauſe, and may be done again, by 
men whoſe previous life and converſation would 
perhaps ſhrink from the light ; and this for a 
very powerful reaſon, operating ſtrongeſt in the 
moſt ingenuous minds; To whom much | it 
3 forgiven, the fame loveth much. "yy 


Bearing therefore in mind büan fee 
tion, Iam only contending for the neceſſity and 
duty of withholding the ſolemn ſignature in 
| queſtion in caſes where there is not both a 

| thorough perſonal acquaintance with the party, 
and a conſcientious belief of the exiſtence of 
that frame of mind which alone can enable a | 
man to reply with truth to the awſul queſtions 3 
put to him at the time of his Ordination. Should 2 
this end be at all promoted, though it be but in 
one ſingle and ſolitary inſtance, by any thing 1 
here ſaid, : mould deem it abundant matter o 
895 BY 


5 


gratimade to Him who can, if he pleaſes, proſ- 
per the enen inſtruments. | | 


The zn which ſuch a procedure has with 
the general reformation ſo confeſſedly neceſſary 
at the preſent criſis, has already been hinted. It 
is in truth intimately inter woven with the eſſence 
of it. Let it be remembered, that the dark cloud 
which has for ſome time been failing in our ho- 
rizon, and has more than once ſhewn a diſpoſi- 
tion to burſt very near us, is not yet paſſed off. 
nn the midſt of the ſurrounding gloom which it 
e produces, when „ all faces gather blackneſs, a 
u luminous exhibition of the virtues and graces of 
5 . | the Clerical character becomes more than ever 
WT neceſſary. The dignified demeanour of the ex- 


- | emplary Paſtor is Jooked up to in ſuch a fearful. 
nd moment. More than ever, therefore, in the 
n beautiful words of St. Chryſoſtom, xyn Tavrodes 
ER : I aura TO xa arocuge rn huxns* wa nat Sp 4 _ Kat 
ty. : : | Purifu data * Twy foren Nux . 

of Eg 40 
a Wo Through ths co areraticn of ſuch auxiliaries 
ons BY with the wiſe and good of all deſcriptions in 
uld their reſpective ſpheres of exertion, it may ſtill 

t in I be hoped, under Providence, that the Courageous 
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and virtuous ſtand this country has bong been 


making, ſingle and unſupported, againſt the 


irruption of moral and religious diſorder, againſt 
[Atheiſm and her blaſphemous retinue, will not 


be finally unſucceſsful. At the head of the 


treaſures for the preſervation of which we are 


contending, ſtands * the pearl of great price.” 

No compromiſe then can be admitted which 
may endanger this ineſtimable jewel; and the 
ſentiment of every good man muſt go with the 


pious Father of the Church, KPEIZEQN EHANE. 


TOE NIOAEMOL EIPPHNHZ — ©EOT *. 


. the . af the * may 8 Is 


known only to that Being who ſeeth the end 


« from the beginning.” The path, however 


of the Clergy lies clearly before them. 3 in 

: the worſt event, they need not be at a loſs. - 
every true and faithful ſoldier of Jeſus . 
noble avowal of Chriſtian courage is preſented 
by the laſt-mentioned great and heroic Father 
of the Church, in alluſion, as is commonly ſup- 
= poſed, to the perſecution under the Apoſtate 
Julian, conceived in language ſo ſublime and 


ſimple, and ſo ſingularly applicable to the Arch- 


apoſigte Antichriſtian Power of the Proves day, 


* Gr, Naz. Orat. "Y 


that 


iS 


that I cannot forbear concluding by tranſcribing 
the whole paſſage: Tov fer ebudey ov de dom rod ther, 
* TON NTN EILANAETANTA Hf TAIE EKKAH- | 
SIAIE, KAI TOY ITONHPOT ILAHPQMA, «ay Typ anay, 
W nav Ein, nov dn, x xuD)e, x BapaYpa, ray TTANTOAN 
WW CENHTAI TON nanorꝝ MANENrN AILANOPQ- | 

: NOTATOYL, xv Tai OTEAIZY TIY{Wpices mpogetevpy xadtnu- 
repas· EN exw mpog Dar Paα¹/“ʃ way öde eig vum ler 
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THE two works which have been ſo-lar gely 


referred to in the foregoing pages treat ſo amply, 
and in fuch animated language, of the dignity 

and reſponſibility of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
that it was difficult to refrain from adducing 
much more numerous citations. Thoſe which 
have been admitted prove what a maſterly ſtyle 
theſe early Eccleſiaſtical writers poſſeſſed. They 


who are already familiar with the paſſages will 
not eaſily be ſatiated with their beauty, and 


they who may have ſeen them now for the firſt 
time may poſſibly be induced to explore the 
pure ſources from whence they are derived. 
Every young ſtudent ſo inclined may be aſſured 
that he has a rich intellectual banquet to come. 
The conſummate ſpecimens of genuine elo- 
quence he will there find will probably induce 
him alſo to extend flis acquaintance with the 


two eminent writers in queſtion, and perhaps 
gradually | lead him « on to the ſtudy of the other 


Fathers 


1 
Fathers of the antient Church. This it will be 
impoſſible to do without an ardent admiration of 

W their exalted piety; and if, in an age when the 

love of all is, it is to be feared, comparatively 

= cold, a ſingle ſpark of their fervent zeal ſhould 
mus be communicated, they will not have been 

I read in _ 
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